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ABOUT ME Discourse analyst Writing specialist 
Librarian  
THE SITUATION 
STANDARD ASSIGNMENT 
  Research a topic of your own choice 
  Create a thesis that answers your research question 
  Include a minimum of 5 academic sources 
  Use correct MLA/APA citation. 
MISPLACED 
FOCUS Problem # 1 
LACK OF 
SYNTHESIS Problem # 2 
TROUBLESOME 
CITATION Problem # 3 
THE RESULT Frustration for students and faculty 
INFORMATION 
LITERACY 
IDENTIFY THE 
INFORMATION NEED 
 
ACRL IL Standards (2000) 
 
ACCESS INFORMATION 
 
ACRL IL Standards (2000) 
 
EVALUATE 
INFORMATION ACRL IL Standards (2000) 
SCHOLARSHIP IS A 
CONVERSATION ACRL IL Framework (2014) 
DISCOURSE 
ANALYSIS My definition 
Close analysis of a piece of writing to 
identify specific features and how 
they are used. 
INITIAL 
INSPIRATION 
DISCOURSE 
COMMUNITIES  
Wennerstrom (2003) 
Duff (2010) 
“cultures use genres to accomplish their social 
interaction [so] discourse analysis provides a 
window on the values and priorities of the 
community that created them” 
Students can “learn to analyze the written 
discourse of the society around them and 
appropriate the results of their analysis for 
their own writing purposes” 
DISCOURSE 
ANALYSTS Wennerstrom (2003) 
RESULT Join the community 
SCHOLARSHIP IS A 
CONVERSATION ACRL IL Framework (2014) 
IN THE 
CLASSROOM 
TEACHING MATERIALS 
  The one-shot class 
  Multiple sessions – research project 
  Academic Integrity 
ONE-SHOT Nursing ethics course 
THE ARGUMENTS 
Why? Why not? 
BIAS 
  Headlines 
  Images 
  Word choice and tone 
  Selection or omission of information 
 
ACTIVITY 
Compare the story as presented by Robert Latimer and by the Council 
of Canadians with Disabilities. 
 
1.  Look at – 
•  word choice 
•  information included or omitted 
•  conflicting information 
2.  What message is the writer giving? 
3.  How could we check the information? 
MULTIPLE 
SESSIONS Applied research projects 
READ THE ABSTRACT- IS 
IT A STUDY OR A REVIEW? 
READ THE EXAMPLE 
ABSTRACTS 
  What kinds of articles are they? 
  Would they be suitable for this course? 
  How can you tell? 
AGENDA 
  Components of a research proposal 
  APA Guidelines 
  Evaluating a research study 
ACADEMIC 
INTEGRITY 
Jennifer Peters & Alana 
Otis – Seneca Libraries 
COLLABORATION The key to success 
FUTURE 
DIRECTIONS 
BEAM Joseph Bizup Kate Ganski 
PLAGIARISM Vardi (2012) Abasi, et al (2006)  
CONTACT ME fiona.inglis@senecacollege.ca 
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